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Seasons Greetings from New College Swindon!

APPRENJ:EST

Sponsored by New College Swindon and Swindon and Wiltshire Careers Hub

NEW COLLEGE
SWINDON PROUDLY
SPONSORS GCSE BOOST

— SUPPORTING YEAR 11 STUDENTS
ACROSS SWINDON AND WILTSHIRE

New College Swindon is delighted to sponsor GCSE Boost, the UK's newest
careers show and wellbeing experience, dedicated to supporting Year 11
students as they prepare for their GCSEs.

Hosted at the historic STEAM Museum in Swindon, this impactful event will take
place on Thursday 5th March 2026 and will welcome learners from Swindon,
Wiltshire, and surrounding areas, offering a unique blend of inspiration, guidance, : A
and practical support. = . B,
GCSE Boost is designed to engage students in a meaningful way, focusing ‘f _‘ > X g
on key areas that influence academic success and personal wellbeing. Topics

include mental health, diet and nutrition, motivation, aspirations, and GCSE exam FINAL CALL FOR
techniques - all delivered in an interactive and student-friendly format. AP P R EN _T_ F E ST

To book your space at GCSE Boost, please complete the booking form at:
https:/forms.office.com/e/8zgBQmgdc7

Final call for booking school spaces
at our Appren-T-Fest event on
Tuesday 10th February 2025 at

(Y4 Y =\% o Steam Museum!
A\
" New College

SWINDON

Spaces are now limited so please

OPEN EVEN INGS F 4 : A confact rachel.gear@newcollege.ac.uk

if you would like to bring your pupils

QUEENS DRIVE NORTH STAR o f 4 v 7y along fo the biggest event in Swindon

WED 21 JAN 2026 spM - 7PM WED 28 JAN 2026 5pMm - 7PM . . . . .
& Wiltshire focusing on apprenticeships.

SWINDON AND WILTSHIRE Check us out on social media
A’New College Swindon IN[s[T[1[T[u|T[E]d ﬁ ® .
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BUSINESS
7~lSOLUTIONS

POWERED BY NEW COLLEGE SWINDON

NEWYEAR
NEW SKILLS

Our Business Solutions feam is launching new
courses this January, including Plumbing,
Plastering,
Technology, First Aid at Work and Manual
HandlingTtraining.

We also offer bespoke training solutions tailored to
your business needs.

Contact us today:
businesssolutions@newcollege.ac.uk

Welding, Electric Vehicle

Ollie

“I'm studying a Level 3 T Level in
Software Development at New
College Swindon. |
Student Ambassador because | love
being helpful and conftributing to
The college’s

became a

something bigger.
amazing facilities and supportive
environment make learning
enjoyable and rewarding. My top tip
is to choose a college that truly aligns
with your goals, it's always worth
travelling further to study something
you're passionate about.”

STUDENT AMBASSADORS

We were delighted to have so many students apply to become a student ambassador this academic year. The student
ambassador role is a paid position working with the School Liaison Team and the Marketing Team. Over the next few
issues we will be getting fo know them all - you may well see them at college events over the coming year.

Georgia

“I'm studying a Level 3 T Level in
Health and Social Care at New
College Swindon. | became a Student
Ambassador because | love showing
others around a college that's given
me so many amazing opportunities. |
really enjoy the hands-on experiences,
like access to the hospital ward, and
meeting new people. My fop tip when
choosing a college is to trust your gut,
pay attention to how the place and
staff make you feel, and don't forget
to ask about the food and extra clubs
too!”

Joy

“I'm an international student and proud
Student Ambassador at New College
Swindon. Coming here has been one
of the best parts of my journey. The
support, community, and opportunities
have helped me grow so much. I've
been able to study for my GCSEs while
also pursuing a course I'm passionate
about, making my experience both
flexible and exciting. This college
truly welcomes everyone, giving each
student the chance to explore their
interests, develop new skills, and feel
at home, and I'm proud to help others
find their place here too.”

SWINDON AND WILTSHIRE
IN[S|T[T[T[u|T E[H

a Check us out on social media ﬁ @
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SPOTLIGHT ON TASTER
EVENINGS IN JANUARY

Explore your future at New College Swindon!

Are you a young person in Years 9-11 eager to explore your future academic
path? Join us for our College Taster Evening at New College Swindon—an
exciting opportunity to experience what college life is really like! Whether you
already have a subject in mind or are simply curious, these events are a great
way to discover new interests and get inspired.

WHAT TO EXPECT:

« Interactive Sessions: Take part in engaging, hands-on activities across a range of
subjects

» Meet the Experts: Chat with curriculum leaders and gain valuable insights into
college life

 Parent Participation: Parents are warmly encouraged to attend and learn more
about our offerings

« Friendship Groups Welcome: Bring your friends along—booking is optional!

EVENING FORMAT:

» Welcome and Introduction: Hear from our Curriculum Manager

« Subject Sessions: Dive info individual trial lessons

» Admissions and Guidance: Our Admissions and Schools Liaison Team will be on
hand fo answer questions and offer advice.

HAIR & BEAUTY
13/01/2026 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  (NORTH STAR CAMPUS)

Are you in Year 9, 10 or 11 and curious about a career in hair and beauty? Join us for a dynamic
45-minute interactive session intfroducing the world of women's hairdressing. Learners will gain
hands-on experience working on fraining blocks, explore key techniques, and develop a solid
understanding of the subject area. It's ideal for anyone curious about hairdressing and further
study. You'll also have the chance to meet our expert tutors, chat with current students, and
explore our professional salon-style facilities. Whether you're passionate about fashion, love
working with people, or just want to try something new, this is your opportunity to discover if the
world of hair and beauty is right for you. The taster evenings will be held at North Star on Tuesday
13th January 2026. Booking is not necessary, but if you wish, you can register in advance on our
website. Just scan the QR code below to sign up and secure your spot!
https:/www.newcollege.ac.uk/event/ncs-taster-evening-services-lifestyle-jan/

CRIMINOLOGY, PHYSICS, AND PSYCHOLOGY
27/01/2026 530 PM -7:30PM  (QUEENS DRIVE CAMPUS)

Are you curious about crime and justice, fascinated by the laws of the universe, orintrigued by how the
human mind works? If you're in Year 9, 10 or 11, come and explore Criminology, Physics, Psychology
and our other A Level courses at New College Swindon! You'll be welcomed by our enthusiastic
lecturers and treafed fo an inferactfive frial lesson in each subject, giving you a real taste of what life is
like as an A Level student. These engaging sessions are designed to help you discover whether these
subjects are the right fit for your future studies. Booking is not necessary, but if you wish, you can
register in advance on our website, just scan the QR code below. We can't wait to welcome you and
show you our fantastic A Level programme and facilities, right on your doorstep!

THIS MONTH
YOU WILL SEE THE
SCHOOLLIAISON
TEAMAT:

NOVA HREOD

Mon 1 Dec 2025 All Day
UTC - SWINDON

Fri 5 Dec 2025 10:00-12:00
SHELDON SCHOOL

Fri 5 Dec 2025 13:25-14:30

KINGSBURY GREEN ACADEMY

Tue 9 Dec 2025 08:40-09:00
MELKSHAM OAKS

Tue 9 Dec 2025 09:00-15:00
LAWN MANOR

Thu 11 Dec 2025 16:00-18:00
LAWN MANOR

Tue 16 Dec 2025 All Day
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PROOF THAT YOUR CREATIVE
JOURNEY CAN START AT NCS

FROM SWINDON TO STARDOM: RYAN WALKLETT'S
CREATIVE JOURNEY

Ryan Walklett started his creative journey right here at New College in 2009, studying A Levels in Textiles, Drama, Business
Studies, and English. Originally dreaming of a career in theatre, he chose Textiles to support his ambition in costume design

— and that decision changed everything.

After smashing his A Levels, Ryan stayed on for the Foundation Diploma in Art & Design, where he built a killer portfolio and
explored new creative directions. He earned a place on the elite Costume Design course at Bristol Old Vic — but then pivoted,
reworking his portfolio to focus on menswear and landing a spoft at the world-renowned Central Saint Marfins.

At just 18, Ryan became the youngest and first male contestant on The Great British Sewing Bee (Series 3). His talent shone,
and instead of continuing at CSM, he was headhunted by Sir Tim Rice to work wardrobe on the West End show From Here to
Eternity — and he hasn't stopped since.

Over the past 16 years, Ryan has worked on sets at Disney Florida for Marvel & Star Wars, and countless West End hits like
Matilda, Annie, Six, and Tina Turner (where he was Head of Wigs). His credits also include Doctor Who, Strictly Come Dancing,
RuPaul's Drag Race, and the Wicked films.

Ryan's advice to sfudents?
Stay curious

Work hard

Keep growing

Never stop designing

He still uses his old A Level sketchbooks for inspiration — proof that your creative journey can start right here.
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