
A LEVEL
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What are A Levels?

• 2 year courses which are linear 
(assessment at the end) 

• Great entry routes to university 
or a career/apprenticeship 
 

• Traditionally an academic, 
theory-based route, they now 
include practical elements, and 
a few have coursework as an 
additional form of assessment 

• Choose from 35 different 
subjects 

• We also have a selection of 
relevant vocational equivalents, 
which means there are 
over 8000 possible subject 
combinations. 

WHY CHOOSE 
NEW COLLEGE SIXTH?

High Flyers’ Programme 

A programme of activities to stretch and challenge very academic students (those with a minimum of six 
grades at 7-9/A*-A). You’ll have the opportunity to study a fourth A Level and/or the fast-track Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) which universities like as it demonstrates research and independent study skills.

Set up as the first dedicated sixth form centre for Swindon in 1984, we’ve been delivering A 
levels at Queens Drive for nearly 40 years and have a proven track record of helping students 
succeed and progress on to further study or employment.

Fantastic destinations

Each year on average over 500 students go on to university, including 
Russell Group ones such as Exeter, Cardiff, Bristol, UCL and Durham 
along with popular local ones such as Bristol UWE, Bath, Bath Spa, 
Reading and Gloucestershire. Many others went straight into careers or 
apprenticeships.

Our Careers and HE Advisors will provide advice to help you decide your 
best route into work or university. You’ll have the opportunity to attend 
local university open events and employability fairs.

The perfect class size

Our average class size is 16-17. Small enough for individual teaching, but 
large enough to ensure that class discussion and group work are effective.

2



Designed to set you up for life beyond the 
classroom, Careers Extra is an exciting new 
initiative that forms a key part of your study 
programme and is linked directly to your 
chosen subject(s). You will have access to a 
wide range of career-focused opportunities 
that give you the skills, experience and 
confidence needed to make you stand out 
from the crowd.

“I chose New College Swindon 
as it felt like the next step 
up from sixth form.  It offers 
students greater independence 
and felt like the natural 
progression for me.”

Penny Daws
Graphic Design, English 
Language

Performance spaces  
Phoenix Theatre,  
two dance studios,  
recording studio 

Specialist studios  
For art, design, 
fashion and textiles, 
photography 

STEM facilities  
Science labs with state-
of-the-art equipment

Sports areas  
Sports Hall, gym, exercise 
studio, 3G pitch 
 
IT environments  
E-learning, over 1,500 
computers, specialist  
computer room 

Study and research spaces  
Learning Resource Centre

Amazing facilities
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Support all the way

As we have more students (and therefore more 
funding), we can provide far more services than 
school. 

You’ll have a Progress Coach and access to a 
large Student Services team including nurses, 
chaplain, careers advisers and counsellors. If 
you have a physical or sensory impairment, 
learning difference, such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
discalculia, Autistic Spectrum Condition or any 
other learning need, our Additional Support 
Team can help.

Support and space to
develop your study skills

Studying A Levels will develop your 
independent research and study skills which are 
essential for university study. We run supervised 
study sessions, but we also offer quiet study 
spaces within our Learning Resource Centre to 
help you develop these important skills yourself.  
Studying the Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ) also develops your research, analytical and 
presentation skills.

Entry requirements:  

A minimum of five 4/C grades 
at GCSE, one of which should 
be English Language (and often 
Mathematics). 

Some A Levels also require at least 
grade 6/B or have individual entry 
requirements - please check the 
course infosheet for each A Level 
subject on the website at: 

www.newcollege.ac.uk
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• Careers Extra 

• Enrichment 

• Private study  
and e-learning 

• Student support  
services 

• Tutorial and  
study skills 

• Employability  
skills and work 

experience 

• Development 
coaching, 

university  
and careers 
advice

YOUR A LEVEL
STUDY PROGRAMME
Your choice of three A Levels or vocational equivalents forms the core part of your study programme 
at New College. There are then several wrap-around components as shown above.
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We offer 35 A Levels subjects as well as a small number of A Level vocational 
equivalents – this gives you far more choice than school sixth forms.

A LEVEL
AND VOCATIONAL 
EQUIVALENTS

• Accounting 

• Ancient History 

• A Level Equivalent 
Applied Science 

• Art: Historical Practice 

• Biology 

• Business 

• Chemistry 

• Classical Civilisation 

• Computer Science 

• A Level Equivalent 
Creative Music Industry 

• A Level Equivalent 
Criminology 

• A Level Equivalent Digital 
Music Production 

• Economics 

• Economics B 

• A Level Equivalent 
Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) 

• A Level Equivalent 
Engineering 

• English Language 

• English Language and 
Literature 

• English Literature 

• Environmental Science 

• Film Studies 

• Fine Art 

• Further Mathematics 

• Geography 

• Graphic Design and 
Illustration 

• History: British & 
American 20th Century 

• History: British & 
European 20th Century 

• Law 

• Media Studies 

• Mathematics 

• Music 

• Philosophy 

• Photography 
 

• Physics 

• Politics 

• Psychology 

• Religious Studies 

• Sociology 

• Spanish 

• A Level Equivalent Sport 
and Exercise Science 

• Textiles and Fashion 

• 3D Design: Product 
Design
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“I like that there are 
regular assessments to see 
we understand the content 
and there is a good course 
structure.  I plan to study 
maths at university and 
work in insurance after I 
graduate.”   

Archie Piket
Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry

Scan for 
more 
information.
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CONTACT DETAILS 

newcollege.ac.uk 

Email: admissions@newcollege.ac.uk

Tel: 01793 495000

1206-V4-1123CT


